mat? 



Lai; and 



— — — — The method of ciaxm 

HaTTTTl^ended) determi ned using 

f r^r-vqtalline material is aeue 

percentage conversion of crystall 

X-ray spectroscopy. 

Cancel e*ai™ 24. 

REMARKS 

■oration of this appUcation is revested in view of 

he cUi- and ^ r— — *- — 

the amendments to the ciai 

Th e ciai. in U- — are ciai. » «, ». - ^ 
claims having been cancelled. 

-j iiqc 112, second 

-r^-ipcted under 35 UbL, xx , 
. ■ 10 t-n 24 were re]eLtcu 

definite The Examiner indicated that there 
paragraph, as being indefinite. „ the eievated 

j . v^is for the expression 
« n ° anteCed T. nd in ciai. there was no antecedent 

te.perat.re. in cl.» » ^ ^ „ was 

ba sis for the percentage of ^ 

obj ected to as iacHing as wel , T he 

E *an,iner further objected to el.» « 
operating temperature. 

va* this ground of rejection 
Applicants respectfully traverse this g 



* *rs nrocerly define the 
sin ce the amended claims are believed to proper 

Claim 24 has been cancelled and claim 12 has 
invents. Claim expre ssion "intended 

„A*A to provide antecedent basis for the expr 
amended to proviu inser t proper 

„ n aim 16 has been amended to insert p v 
operating temperature" . Claim 16 n crvsta iline 
„ nt basis for the percentage conversion of crystallin 
antecedent basis expres sion "elevated 

m aterial which is found in claim 12. 
temperature" is now recited as "an elevated 

respect to the heating temperature of the membrane being at leas 

P <- „ this is not indefinite since 

5 o C above the operating temperature, this 

o be operating at a 

claim 12 calls for the membrane to be P 

:;«««. - ,« - — ~ r:n,;r. 

operating te^erature is more than that and theref 

is clear. 

Claims 12 to 24 were rejected under 3S «SC 112, «»t 

■ pxoression "heating the 

paragraph, as containing new matter in the expressi 
P f at least about 5<>C above its operating 

membrane to a temperature of at least 

supported by the application. 

Jpp licant S respectfuUy traverse this ground of rejection 
sin ce it is deemed that the expression is clearly supported by 

as filed The operating te^erature above 100-C is 
application as filed. u 

,H bv the specification on page 4 wherein the 100 C 
clearly supported by the specie 

cleariy yy whe rein a temperature 

u = sliced about and on page b, 
threshold is talicea auu 

range of IOC to 16CC for the operation temperature is set forth. 



temperature", this is dearly supported by the examples. In 
example 1. the me« is subjected to a "the™! ramp up to 

X„ Sxample 3, there is an operating temperature of 155-C and 
therefore, this supports the temperature treatment of 1.0-C as 
bsl ng 5°C above the ell operating temperature of 1S5-C of Example 
3 Therefore, it is deeded that claim 12 is property supported by 
t he application as filed and withdrawal of this ground of rejection 
is requested. 

In view of the amendments to the claims and the above remarks, 
it is believed that the claims clearly point out applicants, 
patentable contribution and favorable reconsideration of the 
application is requested. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Bierman, Muserlian and Lucas 

By: MJ^Ik^^r^i 
"Charles A. Muserlian #19,68^ 

Attorney for Applicants 

Tel.# (212) 661-8000 
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Claim 12 (amended, A method for conditioning a pclvmVUc 
proton exchange — e for operation at textures above X.CC. 
the method comprising the steps of: 

heating the membrane to a temperature at least about 
above its said intended operating temperature; 
Meeting a desired percentage of conversion of the 
mCT fcrane poiymer from an initial amorphous state to a 

crystalline stage; 
c . holding said me*rane at (the, » e!evated temperature 
' £or . predetermined interval, wherein the predetermined 
interval nas been selected to permit the desired 
percentage conversion of amorphous to crystalline 

material; and 
d . returning the membrane to ambient temperature. 
clalm 16 (amended, Tne method of claim 12 wherein the 
percentage of crystalline Cpbase, ^ i- — 

using X-ray spectroscopy. 



